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80 Lake Wales Connected: The Downtown Revitalization Plan 

1st Street is a critical north/south street that 
connects Lake Wales’ historic Downtown with 
the Northwest Neighborhood. The current 
condition of 1st Street includes wide vehicular 
lanes with unmarked on-street parking.  The 
wide lanes invite cars to move fast, making 
it dangerous for pedestrians to cross. This 
street provides an inadequate connection 
for pedestrians and cyclists, and leads to the 
disconnected nature of Lake Wales’ core. 

A proposed redesign, described in cross section 
earlier in the Design section, and visualized on 
the following pages, narrows the travel lanes 
while retaining parking on the east side, adds 
street trees in the planting strip on the west, 
and includes a cycle track.  

There are two design options for the cycle track.  One is a buffered facility, designed 
with a tactical approach that can be implemented with paint while maintaining the 
existing curb-to-curb width (re-stripe the street). The other option is a separated 
facility, requiring reconstruction of the existing curbs (reconstruct the street).  In 
this option, the cycle track is raised above the pavement and located next to the 
sidewalk, providing a landscaped strip between the moving cars and pedestrian/
bicycle areas. 

The proposed public improvements not only provide better linkages between 
Downtown and the Northwest, they also set the stage for private sector investment 
on adjacent lots.

Restore the Seminole Hotel
The Seminole Hotel was first built in 1929 and is 
an anchor for the corner of 1st Street and Crystal 
Avenue.  The building has its original floor plan yet 
has gone through significant decline over the past 
decades. The City condemned the hotel for code 
violations, and discussed demolishing the building 
due to safety concerns. However, the hotel has also 
drawn interest from preservationists, architects, and 
a developer who has an ongoing effort to restore the 
building instead. 

The Reimagine 1st Street visuals include restoration 
of the Seminole Hotel building with new housing 
units that bring life to the area and enhance safety 
through “eyes on the street.”  Historical details of 
the building, currently covered in paint and grime, 
can be restored, providing visual interest and an 
authentic link to the past. The restoration of the 
Seminole Hotel can induce further revitalization of 
this section of Lake Wales and, along with the street 
improvements, rejuvenate the 1st Street corridor.

Above: Historic photo of the Seminole Hotel building

Reimagine 1st Street

EXISTING CONDITIONS
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PROPOSED FUTURE CONDITIONS, OPTION 1 (RE-STRIPE THE STREET)

PROPOSED FUTURE CONDITIONS, OPTION 2 (RECONSTRUCT THE STREET)


